Padma Shri

JAINACHARYA SHRI VIJAY NITYANAND SURISHWAR JI MAHARAJ

Jainacharya Shri Vijay Nityanand Surishwar Ji Maharaj is a Jain Monk, who was
conferred with the title 'Acharya Shri' at the age of 35. Apart from spreading of principle
of Jainism, he is known for his contribution to literary works and social service.

2. Born on 3™ August, 1958, in a Punjabi Jain family in Delhi, Jainacharya Maharaj
renounced all worldly possessions at the age of 9 and became a Jain monk along with
his family. He studied Sanskrit, Prakrit etc. For 57 years, he has traveled over 2 lakh
kilometers on foot, spreading the principles of Jainism across India, from Jammu to
Kanyakumari/ Chidambaram and from Kutch to Kolkata/ Cuttack.

S Jainacharya Maharaj has also established or renovated several educational
institutions across India, including the 30+ institutions set up by the Punjab Kesari
Acharya Vijay Vallabh Surishwar Ji Maharaj years ago, who had succeeded the sect
lineage of Jainachrya Shri Vijyanand Suriji. 110-year-old Shri Mahavir Jain Vidyalaya
in Gujarat, which has undergone renovation and expansion; Jain Study Center at
Sharda University; Acharya Vijay Vallabh School in Pune; Shri Atma-Vallabh Public
School, in Abohar; Shri Atma-Vallabh Jain Kanya Mahavidyalaya in Ganganagar,
Rajasthan are such few examples. He has developed several institutions which
prominently includes Mahavir Super Specialty Hospital in Lachhwad (Bihar). This is
providing free medical services, including microsurgery and eye operations, benefiting
over 40,000 people over several years. Offering free education to over 700 students
annually, along with computer labs and job assistance has also been a key priority in
this region. He has renovated and developed over 400 Jain temples and pilgrimage sites
across India. He has also written over 30 books based on his inspiring discourses,
contributing significantly to the literary world.

4. Jainacharya Maharaj's peaceful nature, seriousness, and organizational skills
have earned him the title of "Shantidoot" (Messenger of Peace). From time to time, in
accordance with his work, he has been decorated with many titles like Kalyanak
Teerthodwarak, Gyan Ganga Bhagirath, Vikas Visharda, Aman e Masiha, Samanvay
Sarathi etc. by various Sangh Samaj. Communities such as Sikhs, Muslims, Gram
Panchayats have also regarded him with various appreciation titles on several
occasions. Doing great such social services, despite being living a life of strict discipline
as Jain saint is regarded quite an uncommon effort.
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